




The tax benefit for charitable contributions for most taxpayers is being eliminated indirectly.
Itemized deductions provide no tax benefit until they exceed the standard deduction. For years the key itemized 
deductions for individual without mortgages have been—

State & local income taxes  
Residential real estate taxes 
Charitable contributions

If you knock out the income tax deduction, and limit deductible real estate taxes to $10,000, you need more than 
$14,000 of charitable just to get up to the standard deduction amount for a joint return.

Elimination of personal exemptions
Personal exemptions are eliminated starting in 2018. (The deduction is $4,050 per exemption for 2017). The 
par-ty line of the Republicans is that the doubling of the standard deduction will more than offset the loss of 
personal exemptions. The following table throws cold water on this argument.

What this table shows is that any time filers have more than the minimum number of personal exemptions for a 
filing status, the effect is a net loss in deductions.








